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What is FSA? — An Overview

An annual large-scale provincial assessment
of Reading, Writing and Numeracy

Administered to all students in Grades 4 and 7

Takes approximately 270 minutes (4 and a half
hours), spread over two or three days




A s FSA - Facts

Ministry of Education

FSA is...

“made in BC” ...

... and very different from many tests used in
places such as USA and UK.

Ministry :;Edu::::n FSA D Facts

FSA is...

Criterion-referenced (no bell-curve for results)
Linked to BC’s own curriculum

Covers knowledge AND skills (like problem solving and
critical thinking)

Low-stakes (e.g. not for grade promotion, school funding)
A census — not a sample... because results are more
meaningful ... because every child counts ... because
specific groups of students may need added help
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Ministry of Education FSA — Fiction

FSA is not...

Just a multiple choice test (in 2008 there will be one long
written response for reading, two pieces of writing and
two extended problem solving responses for numeracy in
addition to multiple choice questions).

An “optional” activity: all students who are in school are
expected to participate.

Ministry :;Edu::::n FSA . Fiction

FSA is not...

Part of the student’s report card (though some schools
may find it easy to send results home with a report card).

“Diagnostic” at the individual student level .... but gives
data on strengths and weaknesses at the school and district
level.
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FSA Results

Ministry of Education

Used to....

29

Inform parents of student results which are a “snapshot
of performance at a point in time.

Inform teachers of students’ achievement on the day of
the test.

Provide summary information to schools and districts to
aid in planning for improvement.

-t Summary of Changes for 2008

Announced in March 2007:

February administration (Feb. 4 — 15, 2008)
District-based scoring

Rapid results to parents
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ey of R Summary of Changes for 2008

Announced in September 2007:
e-FSA for multiple choice questions
Improvements to reports
Importance of all students participating

Results will be more transparent: parents will

receive their children’s actual written response
booklet.

Changes to the Tests

February is a mid-year profile, so tests had to be
adjusted.

New baseline will be set, so there will be new trend
over time data.

Category “Not Yet” will be “Has Not Yet
Demonstrated Meeting Expectations”, including
students who did not participate.

Student response booklets will go home; only
multiple choices items will be kept secure.
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‘—H New for 2008: e-FSA Component

E-component for the multiple-choice sections

(secure internet site, easy point and click format)
Reading multiple-choice: 60 minutes
Numeracy multiple-choice: 60 minutes

User-friendly student booklet for the written sections
Reading: 30 minutes
Writing: 90 minutes
Numeracy: 30 minutes
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Ministry of Education e-FSA- new — and not'SO'neW
BC is a leader in on-line FSA | Students | Schools |SDs
assessment. In addition to e- Year
exams and the on-line 2005 {230 8 7
Satisfaction Survey, internet-
based full versions of FSA have |[2000 | 714 26 16
been used over the pa§t thre.e 2007 | 632 34 18
years. The 2008 version will
be much easier because only Exam Year |Exams | Schools
thf: multlple. choice sectlons. 2005 699 109
will be on-line. Students will
complete the written portions in | 2006 1630 195
small student booklets.
2007 (August | 6306 692
and November
to come)
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New FSA Reports

Individual Student Results

Reports based on original score
Ready for parents by end of March
Sent home with student’s booklet and actual written responses

School’s Public Report by mid-May

Short and clear — to help schools share their own results

Focus on a school’s improvement over time

International comparison in literacy — to show BC schools do well
Followed by school district and provincial reports

Additional Reports for Schools
List of students who “have not yet demonstrated expectations”
(to principals — school use only)
Item-level analysis by school, with suggestions for teachers

" Benefits of Changes to FSA

Clearer

District-based scoring can involve more teachers, at more
grade levels. Greater involvement will lead to a clearer and
broader understanding of provincial standards.

School level reports will de-emphasize school to school,
school to district and school to province comparisons,
making it clear the goal is for each school to improve its own
results, over time.

Providing parents with their children’s actual written
responses will lead to a clearer and broader understanding of
student performance.
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—— Benefits of Changes to FSA

Faster

e-FSA responses will be blended with district-based scores
as soon as local scores are entered

FSA 2008 Individual Student Results (and the booklets)
ready to be sent home to parents within weeks of
administration

Parents have time to talk with teachers about the results in
the same school year FSA was taken

Schools have time to help individual students before the year
is finished and to plan to help groups of students in the
coming year
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R —— Benefits of Changes to FSA

Greener

Down from 100 pages per student to 20
Reduced transportation impact

Resources that were used for transportation and
printing will go to enhance e-FSA.
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Getting Ready:

e-Component Field Test

Ministry of Education

What? Only on-line, multiple choice sections, reading and numeracy
(2 X 60 minutes)
Why? Fine-tune the e-system
(e.g. connectivity, scheduling logistics, technical and security requirements,
and teacher training needs)

When? October 9 -19, 2007
Who? One hundred schools — rural, urban, big, small

Random sample
All school districts have at least one school

Independent schools included
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ey of R FSA District Scoring Model

Funds that have been used for central scoring
sessions will now go to districts to:

Send teachers to attend the regional training sessions
Organize local training sessions (could be in
conjunction with other districts)

Provide release time for teachers to prepare for scoring
(individually or in groups)
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FSA District Scoring Process
Test
Specifications
l Individual
Test Student
Administration Reports
Student _,| District-based
Responses Scoring
Electronic
transfer of data | | Monitoring
and Analysis
’Public Reports ‘ ’Feedback Report ‘




& oo Getting Ready: Funding for

District-based Training
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Ministry of Education Monitoring in July

Ministry will monitor district-based scoring —
similar to Grade 10 and 11 model

Ministry hires teachers for monitoring session; all
SDs may nominate participants

Train the trainer model, featuring best practices in
scoring

No changes to individual results

Feedback to schools with papers that were re-
scored

Questions?




